
Day 1-2. 6-7/03/2019. Fly London Gatwick toBuenos Aires with BA-direct flight. Day 2.7/03/2019.  Arrive. Buenos Aires and transfer toa 3* Hotel for 3 nights stay. 
Day 3. 8/03/2019. Buenos Aries - sightseeingtour – to include The Museo Argentino de Cien-
cias  Naturales de Bernardino Rivadavia. whichis now sited on the Rivadavia Av. Angel Gallardo,Puerto Madero. 

Charles Darwin first landed on the southern shore of
the Rio Del la Plata in the first week of November
1832 and spent time collecting geological specimens
and visited the Science  Museum, first opened in 1812
on several occasions.

Other visits will include the Pink Palace where Eva& Juan Peron made their spell-binding speechesand La Recoleta where Eva Peron is buried. 
Day 4. 9/03/2019. Trip to Estancia El Ombu de
Areco, in San Antonio de Areco on the Pampas. Thetrip will include horse and carriage riding, gauchohorsemanship, music & dancing and a traditionalbarbecue lunch. San Antonio is thought to be theprettiest town in the pampas and is placed 113kmnorthwest of Buenos Aires.
‘When Darwin rode out into the pampas around
Buenos Aires he arrived in the middle of of General
Juan Manuel de Rosas’s fiercest guerilla campaigns’.
He describes several occasions when he and his trav-
elling party had to talk their way out of trouble. The

passport was granted to ‘El Naturalista Don Carlos.’
(See Havard University, Revista 2009). 

Days. 5-8. 10-13/03/2019. Depart for Puerto
lguazu and the spectacular lguazu Falls, and aspectacular volcanic terrain and our stay willinclude an optional a boat trip around the fallsand opportunities of a 4x4 drive through thelocal jungle or a helicopter flight over a spectac-ular topography. We will use a coach from ourhotel to the Iguazu Jungle Lodge and a possibletrip into Brazil. 

Days. 8-11. 13-17/03/2019. Fly to Mendoza tostudy the Palaeozoics of the Andean Pre-
cordillera, the tertiaries of the Cuyo Basin and thebasement between Mendoza and San Juan and theviniculture of the Malbec Wines. 
‘Unlike our flight from Peurto Iguazu, Darwin hiked
and rode to Mendosa from the Chilean Pacific Coast
via the Portillo Pass located on the north-western
border separating Argentina and Chile; the Andes
Range is marked here by the presence of Mount
Aconcagua the highest mountain at 6,960.8m’. 

GEOLOGY AND GEO-HISTORY TRIP TO ARGENTINA/PATAGONIA 2019
WITH DARWIN IN MIND
6/03/2019 – 27/03/2019

HISTORY OF GEOLOGY GROUP AND THE DINOSAUR SOCIETY

NASA Image of Rio del la Plata Estuary

Iguazu Waterfalls: Wikipedia. Cataratas, Media 



The main Mesozoic Basins are located in the Uspal-lata–Potrerillo Valley in the Province of Mendozaand are rich in coal, bitumen, oil and gas.
Day. 12.  17/03/2019. Take return flight from Men-doza to Buenos Aries and transfer to Trelew.

Days. 13-16. 18-21/03/2019. Three full days in theTrelew and Puerto Madryn to include a visit the
Museum of Paleontology Egidio Feruglio and the
Bryn Gwyn Geopark (20 minutes from Trelew).Field study of local stratigraphy and the fossilsfound in this region - including giant dinosaurs(see  below) and a Bosque Petrificada (Fossil For-est). 

Locally the names of the towns and villages shows that the region is effectively Welsh.

‘The first group of settlers, almost 200 came mostly
from north and mid-Wales. Sailed from Liverpool in
late May 1865 aboard the tea-clipper Mimosa.
Blessed with good weather the journey took approx-
imately eight weeks, and the Mimosa eventually ar-
rived at what is now called Puerto Madryn on 27th
July.We will also visit Gaiman and other Welsh colonies,which are characterised by several traditional ;Taff’tea-houses. We will spend two nights in the more
touristic town of Puerto Madryn (50 km from Trelew)
visiting the Valdes Peninsula (including the Puerto Pi-

ramides) the home to a host of marine wildlife. Hope-
fully we have time for a Patagonian barbeque dinner. 

The Beagle is logged as docking at  Puerto Deseadoto the south of the Cabo Blanco -  before it was liftedashore for maintenance.
‘A survey crew from the Beagle led by Captain

Fitzroy set out to navigate the valley of the Rio Santa
Cruz on the 18th of April 1834. The expedition proved
to be very difficult with rugged terrain and very
strong currents. Darwin and Stokes first spotted the
Andean Cordilleras range on the 29th of April but
Fitzroy signalled the end of the expedition on the 4th

of May’. The Ro Santa Cruz is a major component of
the drainage system of the glacial lakes’.

Day. 17. 22/03/2019. Fly from Trelew to El Calafateon Lago Argentino.
Days. 18-21. 23-25/03/2019. We will Visit to the
Los Glacieres National Park and maybe the Tor-

res del Paine across the border into Chile; and the
Cueva de las Manos near Santa Cruz with wonder-ful prehistoric palm prints.

Days-26-27. 26-27 /03/19. Return from Calafate
to Buenos Aires and transfer to London.Estimated costs include flights, car hire and 3* Hotels with breakfast: Costs. £2700.00. 

Single Room option - £400.00.

Contact:rtj.moody@virgin.net

Above: Puente del Inca with hot springs near
Mendoza - Darwin-Org. Figure 3b,

Penguins nesting on the Valdes Peninsular
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